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Welch Village has
younger market 
in mind with
expansion plans

By John Weiss

weiss@postbulletin.com

RED WING — Yeah, said
Olen Riseng, “I’m down for
that.”

He had just learned Welch
Village is adding 12 expert-
level runs, including several
with bumps, jumps, rails and
boxes for snowboarding, his
new passion.

“I like anything challenging,”
said the 19-year-old Red Wing
boarder. “I don’t like just
normal hills. It’s just kind of
boring. I like going down
through the woods or rails or
jumps. Steep hills are pretty
crazy.”

The $1.5 million to $2 million
expansion at the ski area west
of Red Wing should be ready
for the winter of 2008-2009, said
Welch owner Leigh Nelson.
The 12 new hills and two new
chairlifts will be in a bowl-
shaped 40 acres to the east of
the existing ski area, which
now has 50 hills.

Riseng is eager to try out
new slopes , though he’ll have
to wait a few years.

That’s what Nelson would
love to hear.

While a few generations
older, the owner of Welch still
loves the exhilaration and
challenge of gravity and snow
on a hill, and he sees younger

skiers or boarders sharing that
passion.

“We feel the young market,
the millennials, are going to be
a strong market for us,” he
said.

In the big Western mountain
ski areas, the average age is
probably the late 30s or early
40s, said Nelson, who is 78. At
Welch, the largest ski/board
hill in the region, it’s maybe 18
or 19.

He added that while he’s

looking to please the young,
Welch still has plenty of room
for older, more traditional,
skiers, he said. Many of them
also enjoy the challenge of
steeper slopes.

Clearing trees on the new
run is about two-thirds done,
and one lift might be installed
next summer, Nelson said. This
will be the first major expan-
sion of a Minnesota ski hill in
about a decade, he said.

All the new hills will be for

experts, he said, including
boarders who now make up a
large share of ski hill business.

“That’s what the kids want,
and that is what the market
wants,” he said.

Man questioned about
device found in car

The FBI tracked down the man who rented
the car that was found parked, with a
suspicious device inside, at the Twin Cities

airport. They questioned him but didn’t arrest him.
The device had wires and shrapnel but no explosive
material.

Pope Benedict will face
protests on trip to Turkey

Pope Benedict XVI
begins a visit to
Turkey on Tuesday, his

first trip to a mostly Muslim
nation. He’s bound to
encounter protests even
though he’s spent a lot of
time trying to make amends
for a comment he made in
September about
Muhammad’s teachings.  

Will global warming lead
to tougher regs on cars?

Arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court
could determine whether the U.S. auto
industry will face tougher regulations on

cars and trucks because of concerns about global
warming. A coalition of 12 states, three cities and
environmental groups will argue Wednesday that
the EPA should be forced to consider whether it
should regulate carbon dioxide from vehicles, which
account for 23 percent of the United States’ output
of the gas. Carbon dioxide is considered by many
scientists to be one of the heat-trapping substances
raising temperatures around the globe.

District reviews program
for the highly gifted

Rochester school district administrators are
proposing a new program for the most
highly gifted middle school students. The

“school within a school” would be housed at
Friedell Middle School and would cost about
$91,000 the first year.

Ground search called off
for missing brothers

Authorities stopped the ground search
Sunday night for two boys missing from
the Red Lake Indian Reservation in

northern
Minnesota after
finding no trace of
the 4-year-old and
2-year-old. But the
FBI says it will
continue to actively
investigate the
case.

HOT AD
GO VIKES … OK, so
they're still fun to see in
person! Tickets available
in our ticket booths.
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UNCLOGGED: Norm Autry is the guy you do
and don’t want to see. He clears stopped-up
pipes and garbage disposals, so while you
hope you never have to call him, you’re glad
he’s there when you do. Page 1B

YOU ASKED: The Answer Man tells you
what’s up with the brightly colored bait shop
near Seneca Foods, lassos the latest wind-
speed data and explains what makes a person
“wet behind the ears.” Page 1B

YOUNG LEADER: Amy Davis is
carrying on a family tradition of
community service. “Being a mom
changes your perspective on the
world. Having young kids and
knowing that I want to be in
Rochester for the rest of my life has
made me really committed to the
community,” she says. Page 7A

FAMILY FUN: The Rochester
Family Y is changing programs
and facilities to become more
vibrant. Page 1C

MEDICAL EDGE: Find out what
scleral contact lenses are and
get tips of keeping up your
fitness routine while on
vacation. Page 2C

MALE CALL: So what if your
college pal looks like he did 25
years ago, with a scruffy beard
and well-worn clothes? It’s his
life. Page 3C
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Andrew Featherstone of Red Wing completes a trick on a box, part of a terrain park
for trick skiers and snowboarders, at Welch Village Ski Area west of Red Wing.
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Need for
assistance
dwindles among
Hmong immigrants

By Dawn Schuett
schuett@postbulletin.com

You could say that Christo-
pher Herr is a victim of his
own success.

For nearly 20 years, Herr
helped Hmong refugees in
Rochester navigate challenges
such as finding housing and
jobs as case worker for the
Intercultural Mutual Assis-
tance Association in Rochester.

But fewer Hmong have
sought help from the IMAA in
recent years. As a result, Herr
said, his job at IMAA was elim-
inated in June.

“I can just say because of
their (Hmong) success in terms
of acculturating, and they’ve
been here long enough that

they’ve acculturated rather
well, we don’t really serve that
many Hmong any more,” said
Kristy Arend, IMAA’s director
of development.

It’s been 30 years since the
first Hmong refugees came to
Minnesota to resettle. Today
nearly 50,000 Hmong people
call Minnesota home, although
Rochester’s Hmong population
is only about 350, according to
a 2003 estimate from the IMAA.

Herr witnessed many of
those refugees become self-
sufficient despite the obstacles
of starting over in a different
country and culture.

“There’s a lot of people that
became successful in their
lives,” said Herr, who came to
the United States with one of
the first waves of Hmong
refugees in 1976. Herr was just
14 when his family resettled in
Illinois from a refugee camp in
Thailand.

By the time Herr’s family
moved to Rochester in the
1980s, several Hmong families

already lived here.
IMAA focuses on helping

refugees and immigrants who
haven’t attained self-suffi-
ciency, so if it isn’t serving
many Hmong people, Arend
said, “that means that they’re
successful on their own.”

Herr, 46, a father of four who
has delayed his job search
while helping to take care of
his grandson, said some
Hmong continue to struggle
with a language barrier and
dealing with legal or medical
issues.

“The community still needs a
lot of help,” Herr said.

Herr said Rochester has
been a “good home for me.”

“If I can find a better job
here, I’ll probably try to stay
here as long as I like it,” said

Herr, who has an associate’s
degree and wants to return to
college eventually to get a
bachelor’s degree.

NO NONCOMFORMITY ALLOWED:
A woman’s holiday wreath with a
peace sign has offended some of her
neighbors in a Colorado subdivision.
Page 3B

UNARMED MAN SHOT: Police in
New York shot and killed a man
during his bachelor party at a strip
club. Friends and relatives want to
know why. Page 3B

TALKERS

THE WEEKLY BRIEF: Congratulations to Mayo
Clinic on another accolade; interest rates make
houses affordable; gasoline prices and
unemployment are down; and pick up a good
book with Rochester Reads.

OPINIONS

CHARITY: A Dodge Center
teenager is launching a
fundraising drive to help people
in Cambodia. Read about what
this unusual drive focuses on.
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On Page 3A
Welch Village’s owner opened
the ski area Friday the same
way he always does — by
taking the first run.

On Page 6A
Immigrants changed
Minnesota, and Minnesota
changed them.
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Christopher Herr, right,
came to the United States
30 years ago as a Hmong
refugee. He is shown with
three of his four children,
Jordan, 11, Mary, 14, and
Melody, 7. The artwork
behind them is a traditional
painting from Laos.

Ski hill gets on board

Job loss is a sign of success


